
Canon-McMillan School District Parent Council 

Meeting Minutes – October 18, 2019 
 
The October meeting of the 2019 CMSD Parent Council was called to order 9:34 a.m. on Friday, October 

18, 2019 by Cindy Fisher, Parent Council President.  The meeting was held at the Canonsburg Middle 

School.  Presiding Board members:  Cindy Fisher (President), Megan Clouner (Vice President), and 

Mary Lynn Yurko (Recording Secretary). 

Approval of last meeting minutes:  Tami Miller (1
st 

motion); Heidi McIntyre (2
nd 

motion). 

School Reports:  CMSD Principal’s reports for all CMSD schools (Attached). 

Welcome:  Dr. Greg Taranto Principal at Canonsburg Middle School and Mr. Schragg, Assistant 

Principal. 

Guest Speakers: Dr. Greg Taranto (Principal at CMS) and Mr. Schragg – Assistant Principal CMS. 

TOPIC:  Vaping and Social Media: 

 I. Vaping: 

Dr. Taranto discussed a timeline of changes, from smoking in early to mid-80s, to its decrease when 

regulations were enacted to prohibit advertising to children.  The onset of vaping is now targeting teens.   

E-cigarettes aerosols contain harmful and potentially harmful substances (VOCs, ultrafine particulates, 

cancer causing chemicals, heavy metals, and nicotine). Marketing ploys, flavorings, etc.  can be found in 

ads on YouTube, Netflix, online, etc.   There are also videos of “vaping tricks” on these sites targeting 

teens.  There has been a dramatic increase in nicotine addiction in the high school age teens.   

Dr. Taranto included information in the discussion about spotting hidden devices (e.g. smartwatches, 

hoodies, and pens). There is easy access to vaping devices online and there needs to be a regulatory 

framework to prohibit targeting kids with vaping and vaping products.  Parents should contact their 

congressional representatives regarding House bill #97 to address concerns. 

Discussion of long and short term side effect:  Dr. Taranto provided a synopsis of 10/4/19 Pennsylvania 

Dept. of Health advisory:  Update on Outbreak of Lung Injury Associated with E cigarette Product Use 

or Vaping (2019_PAHAN-460-10-4-ADV).  Additional information can be found on the CDC website as 

well.  Statistics related to exposure to vaping ads included: 

 18 million middle school/high school age youth were exposed to e-cigarette ads in 2014; 

 1 in 2 middle school /high school age youth exposed to ads in retail stores; and 

 More than 2 in 5 middle school/high school youth saw e-cigarette ads online. 

Dr. Taranto reviewed tips for parents:   

1. Identify the warning signs:  sweat scent, increased thirst, nosebleeds, and sores in mouth, smokers 

cough, and unfamiliar presence of chargers/batteries. 

2.  Talk about it:  He stressed the importance of having a continued discussion with youth on harmful 

effects from vaping.  This will help send the message to stop vaping.   

3.  Contact federal and state legislators to support proposed legislation (House Bill 97) regulating vaping 

and vaping products.  Contact links for government representatives include: 
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Jason Oritay http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/house_bio. 
cfm?id=1701  

Camera Bartolotta http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/senate_bio. 
cfm?id=1698  

Pat Toomey https://www.toomey.senate.gov/?p=contact  

Bob Casey https://www.casey.senate.gov/contact/ 

  II. Social Media: 

Dr. Taranto and Mr. Schragg also discussed the importance of parents to be watchful of their children on 

social media sites and to frequently discuss consequences and establish restrictions. Parents set the 

modeling behavior.   

Three major points addressing Social Media concerns: 

1.  Education:  Be sure to have safeguards in place to limit access to kids (safeguards include set 

device limits, time). 

 Topics covered in Middle School include: keeping information private, internet 

predators, using social media, positing inappropriate content, unsafe websites, cyber 

bullying. 

 Social media feeds instant gratification, impulsiveness, FOMO (fear of missing out). 

 Even “good kids” can make mistakes to post inappropriate pictures. Talk about 

consequences with your child. 

 Be aware of Vault Apps which can hide in appropriate apps. 

2. Tips for Parents: 

 Monitor your child’s cellphone (do they have a “vault” app, is location services 

turned off, what apps are on the phone; and importance to connect to your child on 

social media, etc.). 

 Establish cell phone use limitations at home (only respond to numbers you know; 

don’t forward inappropriate pictures; get permission for downloading; no cell phone 

use after hours; update privacy settings, etc.). 

 Talk to children about not responding or retaliating – Block the Bully. 

 Save the evidence and report it to company. 

 Talk to a trusted adult. 

3. School Authority 

 No cell phone use is permitted in school. 

 Bullying/Fighting off-campus:  school does not have authority to act. 

 School / authorities will need proof of online bullying (take a screenshot) and contact 

administration. 

 School Resources: staff training and school resource officer-Officer Fetcko  

Questions:  Question posed regarding PSSA testing and permissible devices (no Apple watches); and who 

to contact regarding House Bill #97 (regulation of vaping products). 

The link for this presentation can be found on the Canonsburg Middle School website, along with link to 

contacts for House Bill #97. 

https://www.toomey.senate.gov/?p=contact
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Old Business: 

Assistant Superintendent Mr. Chambers updated responses to questions that were posed at the September 

27, 2019 PTC meeting: 

1. Clarifications were made on the 5
th
 grade and 6

th
 grade homework between the two 

intermediate schools (North Strabane Intermediate School and Cecil Intermediate).  

2. Library was previously a class and is now considered a Resource Center at the intermediate 

school level. 

3. Intermediate School Student Council Activity at NSIS will not be offered this year due to 

lack of sponsor/ coordinator. 

4. The New Middle School should be ready for “Move In” for the 2022-2023 school year. 

New Business 

Mr. Chambers stated that CMSD will have digital report cards now for the Kindergarten through fourth 

grade.  Access will be through Powerschool link. 

Parent Council Board stated the next meeting will be held at Muse Elementary on Friday, November15, 

2019 at 9:30 a.m. 

Announcements:  None. 

Motion to adjourn meeting:  Julie Serenyi (1
st
 motion); Heidi McIntyre, (2

nd
 motion). 

Minutes were submitted by Mary Lynn Yurko, Parent Council Recording Secretary. 


